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THE PRESENCE OF ISTAMIC EXTREMISM
IN THE BATKANS

Rade Slavkovii, PhD
Universitv college 

T:,'ffi *1jl,,Tli.,o.-v 
in Bergrade

University

University

College of Defense Military Academy in Belgrade
Igor Bari5id, MSc

College of Defense Military Academy in Belgrade

Resume: Islam is the religion which was brought to the Balkans by the ottoman
Empire. The result of centuries of Ottoman presence in the territory of today's Balkans
has permanently changed the demographic structure of the national population. After
the fall of the ottoman rule, the region of Southeast Europe in the ieligious sense
remained incompact.

The paper will present the contents which indicate the great importance of regional
Balkan Peninsula in terms of Islamic extremism, primarily as a touch area of the two
most powerful world religions. In addition, the paper explains different contexts in
which Islamic extremism occurs.

Kelwords: Islam, fundamentalism, extremism, Baikan, Religion

INTRODUCTION

- The Balkan region has a remarkable geostrategic position and has always been a subject
of interest of both regional and great world powers. It represents the bridge, and the iink
between Europe and Asia, both in the physical and political, and in the religious sense. The
continuing struggle of interests caused numerous events that have left signilicant and long-
term consequences on the development of South-Eastern Europe. Religious tensions and
contradictions between Christianity on the one hand and Islam on the other hand have been
deepening for centuries and constitute the basis for a long-term policy action, both ofpolitical
and religious elites.

After the fall of the Ottoman rule in the Balkan region, religious sense remained incom-
pact. Compactness of the Christian religious corps disrupted the large population of Islamic
faith rooted in the genes of Turkish invaders, but also in the genes of the Christian world that
willingly or unwillingly converted to Islam. In this way, Islam as a religion permanently en-
tered the European continent and created a new quality ofrelations in the pblitical, religious
and security scene. The Balkan region thus became paramount for which iiwas worth and is
worth fighting for. It became a place rvhere the fates of nations and states are resolved.

Throughout history, the peoples who inhabit this part of the European continent have
been exposed to numerous influences of various religious, political and national conflicts. If
they wanted to survive they had to fight in order to save their homes, as well as the state and
the church or mosque. Life in the permanently unstable environment and the existence of a
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large number of security threats affected the specificity of cultural and social development of
nations and religious communities in the Balkans. Specificities, under which it was created,
the security environment of the region, primarily multinationalism, the struggle for religious
domination, the intersection of interests of regional and world powers, as well as the complex-
ity of political reiations, influenced the Balkans in many respects so that it differs from other
European regions.

Given the importance of the Balkan region, the degree of economic, social, cultural de-
velopment of the peoples who inhabit it, the question is why extremism appeared in this area.
How is it possible that at the end of the 20th and beginning of the 2l't century, in the era of en-
tire spiritual, scientific, industrial and technological progress, the southeast of the European
continent is facing numerous security threats from extremism which occupies an important
place? The Balkans is a region that faces the existence and operation of a number of radical
organizations, ideological movements that propagate their ideas in a legally unacceptable way.
A common feature of all the extremist organizations and movements is the dose of exclusivity
to those who do not support their program. In addition, there is a threat to the realization of
their ideas through violent means including armed actionr.

At the beginning of the 2 l'r century, Islamic extremism experienced expansion around the
globe and became one of the major security threats of today. The use of terrorism as the most
important and practical method of operation, is characteristic for Islamic extremists. When
it comes to Islamic extremism, the widespread opinion is that it is directed only to the mem-
bers of other religious communities. However, the practice is not revealed. Terrorist attacks
carried out in the Christian world and the many terrorist attacks on dissidents and innocent
civilians in Muslim countries show that the target of Islamic extremism is anyone who does
not respect and does not support their ideology and intentions, regardless ofethnicity or re-
ligion. The Muslim world has filed numerous, if not the greatest human casualties as a result
of conflict of various Islamic extremist organizations. Of course, the largest Islamic extremist
organizations are represented in the Middle East and in other regions of the world inhabited
principally with Muslim population. However, due to the operating mode and the ability to
fit their idcas into the story and motives of official Islam, the followers of Islamic extremism
are also found in the areas with minority of Muslim population. Frequently, the followers and
the support they gain from the members of other religious communities after accepting Islam,
have as their aim achieving of defined interests. The geographical proximity of the region of
the Middle East and a number of listed specifics influenced the appearance and operation of
Islamic extremist organizations in the area of the Balkan Peninsula, as well.

The Balkan Peninsula is the most Muslim region in Europe, and naturally as such it is suit-
able for the entry and the spread of Islamic extremism. In the political, social, historical and
religious sense, the Balkans is a key crossroad where the geopolitical and geostrategic road
connects Europe and Asia. As a place where civilizations clashed for centuries, the Balkans as

the heart of southeast Europe was continuously subjected to various security challenges, risks
and threats of which a significant part of its roots lies in religious extremism. The importance
that the Balkans has for Turkey, which in the Middle Ages, brought Islam on European soil,
and as a country that is now emerging as a significant regional power, is immeasurable. The
area of the Balkans is a bond which is the cradle of Islam connected to Islam in Europe. The
fact that the homogeneity of Christian Europe is undermined precisely in its southeastern
part was influenced by the fact that the importance of the Balkans intensifies in different ways.
Certainly, one of the terms that indicate the importance of this part of Southeast Europe for
the Christian world is that the Balkans is the "bastion of Christianity'l However, if the Balkans

1 XarNga-Ecpxura, I4rop Eaprurh, Ka'raprua louct:,,The Influnce of Islamic on the Global Security",
Journal ofLibcrty and Intcrnational AIIairs, Specijal Isusc, Vol. I Supp. 1/2016, str.3-8
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is for the christians ramparts where they are ke-pt, then we can certainly say that the Balkans

for tslamic worid is. g.",;**'l;'rrr"pi, *ti.ri rs parrly open. History.has shown that rhis

satc has been unlocked il;il"11y op"n.a for the violent conquest of the Ottoman Empirc

:il #ilril;;,rd; io*ura, the Christian population that is reflected in the phvsical ex-

termi,ation o, .orr,r..,, io'ir'r^* n . prace ofiiiori. confrontation of the two largest world

religions is fertile gr.,r"i"f.. ,h; .*..g..t.. of religious, principally Islamic extremism'

BALKANASASOURCEoFISLAMICEXTREMISM
,IheBalkans,inthegeopoliticalsense,representsaveryimportantareainwhichthere.

gional and world power's different interests intertwine' The importance of this area is great'

Modern political tcrmintiogy used simultaneously names such as the Balkan Peninsula, the

Balkans, but atso s."d';;;'E;;;;;;-iltheast Europe,'Ihe.se terms have been used si-

multaneously in some periods, sometimes moreoften than the other one' which depended on

who used it and to what aim'

The Balkans usually reminded of territorial-political.entity formed in this part of Europe'

or simply taken to signiiy affiliation to Europe as a whole'. For Germany, during world war

II, the term south"aste.,{ ilffi;;;; ft .' 31.u 
south of the south-eastern borders of Ger-

many, to the southern uo.a.,.,or the Soviet Union and included both Turkey and Clprus].

#J',"#;;"il';i,il.";;;;r;"p;, the Balkans and Sourheasr conceprs were emerging as

iuxtaposed fact never taking place. It was nevertheless an extremely important part of the

global discussion on tfr. ..lifltio" of government millennial Reich o' European soila'

Theshortest,cheapestandleastdemandinglu."l.T.'''do'that'connectsEuropeandAsia
extends across the Balkans. Southeast Europe ind the Balkans region within it, represents an

exceptional base for ";;;k 
hr"Gh to the curplu, Basin and on io Russias Far East' The rich

history of this region ;;;;;, ;Z"ntinuity of .u..,tt that largely create regional and global

security scene. practi;;fi, tit; region of Southeast Europe is"not bypassed in any event of

importance for globai securitY'

TheBalkanregionisofthegreatimportancefromtheaspectofreligion,especiallychris-
tianity and Islam. Ad;;;;;;: i"#.: of relief and u natural openness affected the flow

of invasions that were historically guided in these areas' one of the most important was the

ottoman Empire invasion of ruiof e. I.r.o-p.t.rr.e and disunity of big- European powers of

that time to resist ,fr. Oiit*u"s resulted in centuries of enslavement of a substantial part ot

the Balkans. Besides christianity, lslam becomes the second world religion that has,stepped

on the soil of Europe ;ttLt;;;t Ji'idt' that will permanently afe:1:1: f"t''*ion of the secu-

rity situation i, th. .;g;;;""i;;d glolal context. Numerous casualties, which were subjected

to Christian nations uf;der Turkii administration in Southeast Europe' caused deep wounds

and lasting ur.lrrrorityio*urd' tttut"' On the other hand' the presence of the Ottomans in the

Balkans during tf,. fo"g fi.torical period.influenced the foimation of the Turkish national

idenril.v awareness,n.i",1,i, ".i";;f;... 
belongslo rhem^and lhat.thev have a claim on it'

In additlon, they refer to the high presence of-Mirstlms in South East Europe' principally the

Balkans and the close relationsliips that Turkey has with them in this area'

ts"l"l. M. Brlk*r in transallanl,ic crack Cenler for lntcrnationa] Rclations' Bania Luka CIR' 2006' pp 20'

r Maiiiasevic. D.: phD thcsis 
.'Security of St-rurh iurt Eurup"-cunstant straicgic corrccPl' ol NAI'o'i

irffi;:t$:"iiv, ui'i""iiiiv of Bclgradc'.Belgra'le' 20 I 3' ou' 6th

4 Risrrvii, M.: llalka,s in thc'Nazi prtjcct "Ncw il;*"'; ifit: it"""a Worltl War' mcctitrg or a clash of

civilizations i,, *,. urlk#r,"1il.'ui.iu'rii1.i Institutc uiiXia'ptuttcdings' tsook l6' Belgradc' I998' pp 478th
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Religious intolerance between Christians and Muslims that has been lasting for centuries

regional and world powers skillfully used to achieve their interests. Therefore, this region is

on"e of the possible .lirir ur.ur in the world that can quite easily be activated in order to serve

the interesis of the holders of power in the region and the world. The evident example is the,

war in the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, principally on the territory of

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and the Republic of Macedonia. In addition, there are many

security problemiin other parts of South-Eastern Europe,,which basically have civilizational

and religiout conflict between Christianity and Islam, such as a problem between the Greek

and Tur-kish Cypriots and the problem in Bulgaria with the Turkish national minority.

Those security concerns have basically a religious conflict, Permanent in nature and as

such are highly suitable for the creation, development and operation-of various forms of ex-

tremisms. Iilamic extremism in the Balkans exists and it rests on the understanding of its

holders that the countries in the region have unequal attitude towards Muslims than other

non-Muslim population. In addition, Islamic extremism in South East Europe, principally in
the Balkan Peninsula extended the hand of Isiamic extremism that has been expanding, pri-

marily in the Middle East, and other regions of the world inhabited by the Muslim population.

BALKAN CROSSROADS OF RELIGIONS

The roots of the major world religions are located in the Middle East, where they gradually

began to spread to other parts of the world. Due to different historical circumstances, Chris-

tiu"rrity managed to be the most widespread, principally to the area of Europe and Asia. With

the Edict of Milan, Christianity was given full freedom in the territories of the Roman Empire,

which created conditions for further expansion to new territories. On the other hand, Islam,

as the youngest religion, from the area of the Middle East spread toward the remaining part

of the Asian continent and to the area of Africa. In the beginning, and it could not be oth-

erwise because the centuries ofChristianity used the advantage to strengthen in areas where

there was also to create conditions for religious occurretlce to new areas, primarily the area of
Africa. With the advent of Islam in the religious world, but also the security stage, there was

a new distribution of power. However, when it comes to the power, almost as a rule, there is

the case of dissatisfaction of one of the parties. This dissatisfaction was fertile ground for the

emergence and development of inter-religious intolerance and conflicts that have claimed

millions of victims.

In examining the issues of conflict of religions in the Balkans it is necessary to limit the

conflict to Chris-tianity and Islam. Inter-religious conflicts that have existed or lasted in the

Balkans, and whose protagonists are not Christianity and Islam have the marginal importance

for this work. The previously mentioned characteristics of the Balkan region in geostrategic

and geopolitical teims inevitably influenced today's effects on- developments pertaining Io
relig[n. This fact was crucial during the Middle Ages, when religion was identified with the

stat*e, and when it was the basis of planning political, social and religious life of the population.

The geographical position of the Balkans was naturally influenced by the forrnation of one

of the m-ostimportani and the most important land corridors in the world. South East Europe

and the Balkan Peninsula as its key region, in the physical sense, is the bridge that connected

and still connects two continents. A more important fact is that it is the bridge over which dif-

ferent cultures, civilizations and religions have been passing for centuries. The importance of
this area is conditioned by the existence of a number of factors relating to the social, political,

5 Simcunovic, Dragan,
124,br.2,2009

,,Odrcdcnjc ckstrcmizma iz ugla tcorijc i politikc, Srpska politiika misao, vol
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economic, cultural, religious and military spheres, regardless of whether they are internal or
external violence caused by great powers6. However, in the opinion ofEuropeans this region
has been for centuries and is even today, peripheral to Western culture. The general level of
social development of the region compared to the rest of developed Europe may be used as
evidence for the above mentioned statement. Here arises an important specificity of the Bal-
kan countries in relation to the rest ofthe continentT. This specificity refers to the culturai and
civilizational dillerences compared to the rest of Europe. In western political, economic and
cultural circles we can often hear the words like 'Balkanization which directly indicate their
attitude towards everything coming from this area, but we can say from the entire region of
the Balkans.

Apart from the fact that, in geographical terms, the Balkans is the part of the European
continent, the region, till today, failed to overcome cultural distance and to be fully econom-
ically, politically and socially integrated into Europe. The Balkans is a set of small and medi-
um-sized countries that have failed to create the formation of a kind of supranational cultural,
economic, and religious entities. Instead, the region offers very favorabli conditions for the
implementation of regional interests and major world powers, and one of the most important
conditions is the multicultural and multi-confessional space viewed from the perspective of
the possible causes of provoking the crisis. Violation of the compactness of the Christian reli-
gion corps due to the appearance of Islam contributed to the emergence and development of
the centuries-long sparks that can ignite fire safety in the Balkans whenever it is the interest
ofthe great powers.

European conquests of Asia and vice versa, conquerors passing through South Eastern
Europe and the Balkan Peninsula left behind new things that influenced the Iife and devel-
opment of the countries of the region and the creation of security situation. From the aspect
of the problem that is discussed in this paper, the most important routes passed by the Cru-
saders and the conquerors were in the region of Southeast Europe which was taken by the
Ottoman Empire. Crusades, in the historical sense, left deep consequences of which, in terms
of this paper the most important are the one concerning the relations between Christianity
and Islams. Undoubtedly, strengthening of the Islam and spread of its influence in relation to
Christianity inevitably caused growing concern, discontent and the emergence of a sense of
threat to Christianity. Identification of religion and state, during the Middle Ages, gave the
political character to the growing influence of Islam in Asia Minor. Fearing the invasion of
the old continent by the Islamic peoples from Asia, the leading European countries repeatedly
organized conquests of the infidels, principally nations who received the Islamic faith. These
declarative war marches were held under the banner of the struggle for the liberation of fe-
rusalem and the Holy Land from the Muslims. However, the essence of the organization and
implementation of the Crusades was the desire of the ruling elite to increase power through
an extension of tenure, access to raw materials and labor force, ta-t collection, pillage and
the similar. The existing animosity between Christians and Muslims created in the previous
period was deeply strengthened during the Crusades. Atrocities and crimes committed by
European forces against the Muslim population under the guise of hghting for the Cross and
the cradle of Christianity have contributed to the intensification of Muslim hostility toward

6 Lutovac, Article V .: EIIect o[big powcrs in the Balkans, www.bosnianold.ws.irib.ir, I 02.1O.2015.
7 Dragan Simcunovii Terorizam, opiti deo, Pravni lakultct u Bcogradu, 2009, str 37-56
8 Under Lhe Crusades (lat. Cruicc Signato-baptism marked) means a serics o[ wars wagcd by the
Christian nations of Europc on one side and the Muslim peoplcs and other infidcls from thc-othcrside.
Lastcd from 1095 to 1291, and wcre conductcd under the prctcxt that iL is ncccssary [o rcstore thc Holy
Land and Jcrusalcm undcr thc control of Christians. fhc Crusadcs bcgan with thc call of Byzantinc
Empirc to dcfe nd Christianity from [he growing inlluence ancl cxpansion o[ thc'lurks in Anatolia.
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the Christian world. The Crusades caused enormous suffering and these wars belong to the

conflict in human history causing the greatest human sacrificee'

Fighting in the crusades, European countries, along with the full suPPort of christian

.hor.fi l.ui".r, acquired significanieconomic benefits, but on the other hand, deepened the

guf o" the world security ,iug.. Th" conflict between Christianity and Islam was on fire and

iiir rtiff burning to thi; daylwith more or less intensity- This, in the-long term, from the

,.."rl y 
"rp.ct, 

Ind relation Christianity-Islam, operred the.Pandoras Box. The fact that the

."iitl"r!, gup b.t*..r, Christianity and Islam is siill on and there is no clear vision of how

io &.r.oir. the complexity of the problem. In response to the Crusades undertaken by the

Christian European countries, the Asian Muslim countries led by Turkey, a country situated

uilfr. jrr.tlo., of t*o continents, strengthened. On the historical scale it was not long when

Turkey embarked on conquests, both in the area of Asia and in the territory of Europe'

The Turkish Empire invade<i the area of the Balkan states in the 14'h century inflicting to

European Christian world, until then, the greatest defeat. In addition to the military subju-

latlo'n of a significant part of the European continent, principally in the area of the current

itates of Southeast Europe, the arrival of the Ottoman Empire marked a Dermanent expansion

of the influence of Islam on the newly conquered areas. Centuries of Ottoman presence in

ioottr-f,urt..n Europe has left a lasting impact on the creation of the security reality, both

.ir.gf"""f an,l gtobal levels. In this re[ionlhere was not only-a conflict between individual

.ouniries and th"e invaders from the Ealst, but there was a conflict and mixing of two signifi-

cantly different system of organization of state functions, customs and life in general. In a

word, there was a collision of-two completely different civilizations. Practically from that time

untllihe present day, Southeast Europe has-been developing a kind ofnew, sub-civilization

that is a -i*t.r.. olWestern Christian, and Eastern tvtuillm. The new conditions of life of

it. pop"tution in this region have. caused a series of characteristics that inevitably shape the

;;..|.iry situation in the legion. The fact th-at the area of the Balkans, Southeast Europe and

Europ" as a whole stepped Illam and has influenced the auditing, or defining new geostrategic

interests of regionai and world Powers.

The conflict and mixing of christianity and Islam in the Balkans, through the centu-

ries, was skillfully used byihe major powers to achieve their proclaimed interests. Reheat-

ing continuous tension between C'hristianity-Islam in the Balkans is directly in the interests

of"achieving long-term goals of the holders of power, both in^political, and in the religious

;il;; f., t[. pJliti.al slph"re, the religio-us .onfli.t between Christianity and Islam is used

by Wertern Euiopean po*.., and the-US for causing instability in the region, and- the pri-

,riury goul is the gradual approach and mastery of energy resources in the area of the Asian

.""ri"'.",, princiially tne ir,iiddle East, the Caspianbasin and Siberia. Here one can sce the

i*i ,t 
" 

p6i.rtr o"t the further continuation of the historical inertia of the leading Western

E";.f # powers when it comes to creating long-_term security of the continent. Analyzing

the events in the recent history in the Balkins and Eastern Europe,,it can be concluded that

the Christian Western Europe may sacrifice the Balkan region in order to achieve short-term

interests. However, what happened in the Balkans in recent history and what is happening

,;d;y .* easily hit the whoie European continent in a modified form. The terrorist attacks

on t(e territory of Western European countries, showed all its impotence and unwillingness

to successfully defend.

On the other hand, we need to ask the question: "What are the possible interests of the

Christian and Islamic religious leaders to maintain tensions between these two religions?"'

History offers a natural res-ponse'0. Centuries of animosity and rivalry of these religions is so

t1h.' Ctl"".l.^ t ltctl bctwccn onc million and ninc million pcopl.e

i0 ;";,h;,1;ir", t-t.i u.Uorah G., Bringlc, Robert G., Kirkpatrick, Lcc A. (2002) Rcligious
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ingrained in the minds of the people that it cannot be deleted just like that. In addition' it is

im-"portant to mention that it is in the nature of man to struggle for power. Whether we want

to admit it or not, and in religious circles, the struggle for supremacy and power is extremely

presentrl. The clergy has sev&al ways to increase their power, and thus the power of religion

ih.y ..pr.r.rrt. lh"at is why it is the most important and the most significant to expand the

teriitorywhere their religion is represented thus increasing the number of believers. A very

so.cessiul way to wake u-p the population is maintaining the required level of inter-religious

tensions and hostilities. By crealing the sense of discomfort and vulnerability from the mem-

bers of other religions, it also givesinergy required to man that, in addition to the theoretical,

goes into practiclal operation-for the sake ofle[gious goals. None of the known methods of

Irrflrr.n.. io people and motivating them to make a move is strong as much it is a religious

influence. U"tlt. other incentives, religion provokes a positive attitude towards what should

be done in its name.

The conflict between Christianity and Islam in the Balkans has been in progress for cen-

turies. This conflict does not occur alone or isolated from the political developments in the

region. The connection of religion and politics is inevitable. Despite the fact that all the coun-

tr[s ofthe Balkans are seculaiand that religion, at least in theory, is separated from the world

of government, the influence of religion is present and very significant. This is confirmed

byihe practice of political officials in defining national interests since before making any

significant policy decisions, they hold meetings with religious officials. In practice, religious

irierests 
"ri 

irl.o.poruted in the national interest and in a different sense they cannot be seen.

Based on the results shown so far in this paper, it is clear that in the Balkans and Eastern

Europe there is active "silent war" for the spread of political and religious influence between

leading Islamic states, principally Turkey as one of the strongest regional powers and European

countr]es. The religioui conflict between Christianity and Islam should be viewed through the

prism of achieving long-term interests of Turkey in the Balkans. In doing so, it is necessary 
-to

examine more clo"sely lhe project "Green Transversal" which represents the achievement of a

long-term interest olTurkey not only in this region but for the entire European space, as well.

"Green Transversal" is a project which is the subject of disagreement between scientists

from the European Christian countries and those who are members of the Islamic faith. For

those who advocate the view that the "Green Transversal" as a kind ofconspiracy theory find

their basis of teachings in the unreality of its realization. On the other hand, the historical

events in Southeast Europe, and the presence of Turkey in various forms, principally eco-

nomical and religious, clearly points io the reality of the existence of such a project and its

far-reaching goal"s. t.r addition, a significant fact that points to a broader geopolitical interest

of the USA"t(at would be realized by implementation of the project "Green Transversal'l

Considerations regarding the Green Transversal became more intensified in the late 20'h

century and during ttre conflicts in the Balkans. Lawmakers of the view that the Green Route

is the ieality and c--onstantly achieves intensified their activities, directing scientific commu-

nity to the fact that the events of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the area of the Autono-

mous province of Kosovo and Metohija, as well as strengthening of Islam in the Raska region

practically operate in the achievement ofGreen Transversal. Practically, the above eventsjus-

iifi.d th. iheiis that the underlying conflict between the Christian and Muslim world is in fact

the conflict between the Christian and Islamic civilizations'

Considerations on the Green Transversal carry with them a large number of superficial

and insufficiently clear deflnitions and interpretations, which are the product of subjective

for [hr: Scicntilic StudY

of Rcligion, Volumc 41, Issue 4,623-635.
11 Ibid, str 627
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visions of those who created them, but also the planning and operation of constant political

elites trying to prove ", 
ai.p."r. ,r,is project. Th. .onr.-qu.rr.. of thir approach is partial or

deiiberate diversion rro*'it. i"aispuiableand objectiveTacts related to this project ln con-

trast to the view ortn. cr..r, Transversal from the perspective.ofthe.g0's of the last century

when it was the ,ol. uuri, of the conflict between Christians and Muslims' the modern scien-

tiflc views accept this p;;r;;, j;;i o.r..of the reasons for the conflict in the Balkans. For a

complete understanding;itt. issues in the context of this problem it will be clarified on what

;h;ti: ", 
the Green Tra-nsversal is actually based'

To understand the essence of the Green Transversal, the most significant aspects of the

war in the fbrmer s".iJ;;;;.*l-n"fublic of yugoslavia shourd be noted. Upon the "*:f
these wars a completelyrr.* ,..,rrity ieality in thi Balkans was created' The maiority of the

Muslim population in tsosnia and Herzegovina advocated and today advocates unitary inter-

est of this country, which would become-unique in territoriai terms' and would create condi-

tions for the gradual ,,'fp'""io" and.putting into the background Serbian national corpus'

which is Orthodox Cfrriilurr. The realtation of these intentions and taking into account the

fact that concerns tfr. ,rio-l.r-rt secession of the southern Serbian province and the creation of

an independent state ir ;;;;t;;ih; Joor for"further intervention and the Turkey presence in

the Balkans. Looking across the sPectrum of religious influence in the region' It-l-u* through

the implementation of the proleciGreen Route d?termines its pos-itio' in the Balkans, on the

one hand, and on ,h. ",h.r";;;i'i.t** 
irte basis for furthei advance towards Central and

Western Europe. f"r.i"[i"to 
^..orrrr,.tf,"t 

the Christianity in the Balkans and the rest of the

European continent ir Thuru.t.rired by low population g.rowth rate, which in a significant

part of the country h"r;;;;;ii;e sign,'Islam cair provide"long-term favorable conditions for

its strengthening and further expansion'

The importance of the Balkan region, in terms of protection against the ingress of Islam

from the Middle Eurt, *u, realized tiry seriously .r"r, by the. Austro-Hungarian-monarchy'

Unlike today,s f.r.op.,'rifr.n q*t. purrirr.ly observers siow but sure advance of Islam, the

Austro-Hungarian monarchy urrd"rtook concrete measures The special status and privileges

for the Serbian p.pJ;i; ii"-g;;,hi .guthern fringes- of the monarchv demanded ade-

ouate surroundirg. s;i;;-fofirutio" rad a practical role,of guardian of the Austro-Hun-

;#;H;;;.:;";h*h;;"id be 
"i"w'd 

in twJ wavs' First' the Austro-Hungarian Monarchv'

il#;ffi;; Clin.ri.-Ll'",i*r, ..,g"g.d the Serbian Orthodox population to attack the

Turkish invaders. s...;dy,;y;"i"g,iii, the monarchy made akind of political maneuver in

rclations with the Turkey Empire where, at any moment, it could take advantage o[ the Serb

population to rheir i,,1|;l,-t,. i; practice, this meant that the Turkish blade was directly aimed

at the Serbian ortiroao* fopulltio,-r. This inevitably caused.an increase in the already tense

i",..-t.G""s relations b"t*tttt Orthodox Christians-Islam12

one of the key epilogues of events in the Balkans at the end of the 20'r' century was the

change in the demogruffii. ur.ra-r-.ligious structure of the Balkan Peninsula' The Serbian pop-

ulation was massively i"pf"l.a froir the area of the military landscape, the pe rime-ter.of the

former Austro-Hungarian Empire. In addition, a significant t1l'*btt of Serbian orthodox

population left their ancestral ho*.. in Bosnia and lierzegovina and the area of the Autono-

mous provin.. or rorouo u"a rrl.tofti;u. In this way, two iountries inhabited by the majority

population of the Islamic religion, Bosnia and Heizegovina-and the so-called 'Kosovo were

created. These territories, although not physically corinected, are connected with the area of

Raska region *hi.f, i, iro- tfr.'poitt of considering theses on the Green Transversal has a

DEdr" B*i$rJgor llari5i6, Katarina Ioaev, ,,'Ihe influnce of islamic on the Global security" )ournal of

Liberty ancl tr-,t.r,l'tiut'uiafiiit:' SPtcll"l lsuse' V.''l t''supp tTzoto' sLr' 5-7
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clear significancels. In this way a significant part of the area inhabited predominantly with
Muslim population, which includes transversal in the Balkans practically established and is
well-rounded. The conditions for further connection of the areas inhabited by Muslims from
the Balkans to Turkey on several key routes were created.

The first line stretches across the territoryof Albania, Macedonia and Kosovo and Metohija
and up through the Raska region to Bosnia and Herzegovina and the depth ofthe Europear con-
tinent. Part of this route is running via Montenegro continues to Bosnia and Herzegovina. This
route furthcr strengthens Green Transversal breaks two states populated predominantly with Or-
thodox population. In the north, there is Serbia, and in the south it is the territory of Montenegro.

The second important direction of the penetration of Islam to the Balkans and depth of
the European continent leads from Turkey through Bulgaria'.s southern area, the area north
of Macedonia to the area of Presevo and Bujanovac inhabited by the majority population of
the Islamic religion, Furthermore, this line is in Kosovo and Metohija and it connects the lirst
direction running to Bosnia and Herzegovina and further on to Central and Western Europe.
The key object in the grip ofthis path is Green Transversal road that stretches from Belgrade
through the Morava-Vardar valley to Skopje and further to Thessaloniki.

The arrival of Islam in Europe cannot be imagined without the territory and the popu-
lation that teaches and nourishes faith. Therefore it is of crucial importance for achieving a
long-term interest ofTurkey in Southeast Europe that there are strong territorial ties covered
by Muslims. The foregoing facts indicate that the thesis on the Green Transversal how the
geopolitical aspects of expansion and influence of Turkey in the region of the Balkans and
Southeastern Europe, as well as in terms of penetration and spread of Islam into new ter-
ritories has complete sense. What is emerging as the logical question is: "What is a further
object of geopolitical games of l'urkey in Europe, and thus the spread of Islam?" one of the
possible and real answers is to further penetration towards the European continentla. Modern
migrations of the population of Islamic religion during the 20th century from the territory of
Turkey, Albania, the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, Montenegro and Bosnia
and Herzegovina, as well as the area of the African continent to Western European countries
have caused significant changes in the demographic, confessional, cultural and sociological
structure of these countries. The obvious result is the settlement of multi-million Muslim
population on the territory of developed European countries. Bearing in mind the simple
fact stated in the paper that it is not possible to spread Islam or any other religion without the
population, as well as allegations of the Green'fransversal, a natural conclusion is that further
goal of spreading Islam is aimed at the heart of the OId Continent. In this context, the Balkan
region is ofthe great importance because it represents a springboard for further penetration
of Islam in Europels.

By analyzing the theory of the Green Transversai in terms of respect of national and inter-
national law; and in terms of respect for human rights and freedoms, the foregoing consider-
ations of the thesis of the Green Transversal are not in dispute. However, in terms of security,
changes in inter-religious and inter-ethnic relations inevitably change the status quo. These
changes can move towards improving the quality of the security situation or to its deterio-
ration which depends on numerous factors. For this paper it is important to note that good
interreligious relations produced good inter-ethnic relations and under the unwritten rule
they lead to a stable security situation and vice versa. Bearing in mind the described events

13 Indigcnous namc for thc Raska region by thc local Muslim populatit-rn is Sandzak.
14 tsrettell, Caroline ts. 2008. "lhcorizing migration in anthropoiogy: 'Ihe social construction of
nctworks, idcntitics, communities and globalscapcsJ In: Migration'lheory. thlking across I)isciplincs.
Caroline B. Brettell and )amcs F'. Hollilicld (cds), New York: Routledge 120-126
15 Hatidza Bcriia, Igor Bariiii, Katarina loncv: ,,The inJlunce of islamic on the Global security", ]ournal
ofLibcrty and Iutcrnational Aflairs, Spccijal Isuse, Vol. I Supp. 1/2016, str. 7
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in the Balkans, who were imbued with a clear political, interethnic and interreligious conflict,

""J,i* 
consequences that these events left until today, no one-can say that in the Balkans

urra f urt.r., E.riope there is a level of inter-religious tolerance, which guarantees a long-term

stable security situation. In this context, the inter-religious relations are considered to be a

relationship between people who belong_to the Christian faith on one hand and Islam on the

other hand. As it can be 1""r, .ro ..-uik refers to oficial religious authorities because they

are, as a rule, imbued with the desire to maintain a good relationship, a high level of tolerance

and coexistence with others who are members of other religions. The problem is that the

practice does not show this so.

In the Balkans, principaily in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Croatia there is a very

interesting inter-religious ielailonship. It is about the relationship between Catholic Christi-

anity andislam. It islnteresting that these two religions in this area have a very good, even ex-

cellent relationship. In order tJ support this claimwe can mention the fact that during World

*u. ff, in the ranks of the formation of the Independent State of Croatia, Catholics and Mus-

lims were fighting together, on the same side' Moreover, in Bosnia and Herzegovina,- which

was one of tlne paiti"i in the war, in practice, the population of Islamic faith embodied in the

no*;u.l and catholic population represented by Bosnian c.roats formed the alliance' why is

it i, .o, when it is cleaithat between-Christianity-Islam, Iooking at the global scale, there is a

centuries-old animosity? The answer can be found in the fact that there is a common inter-

est which is reflected in the common struggle against a common enemy, which was seen in

Orthodox Christianity, which in this regioi natuially gathered around the Serbian Orthodox

Church in the religious sense and the Republic of Serbia in the political sense. Here one can

r".og"lr. religiouf disunity that followed the political disunity when it comes to relationships

and iong-teri protection of religious interest of Christianity in this region.

'Ihe importance of the Balkans as a transit route is clear and unambiguous. As such, this

,.gion fri.ttrically has been subject to constant changes and adaptation of new conditions of

iif! *t.n brought with them numerous invaders, businessmen, merchants and people pass-

i"g ,ni, region 6 the final destination. They brought w^ith them new customs which eventual-

i/'U.."-.ifr. basis for the emergence- of a new specific cultural heritage. The importance of

the Balkans is not Iess contempoiary developmenls. On the contrary, the region is still one of

the most important geostratefic points on the globe. From the.perspective of the conflict of

religions, the lmportince of th-is region inthe best way was highlightedly Samuel Huntington

in h"is book "The clash of the civiliiations'l This conflict between the Western Christian civili-

zation and Eastern Islamic civilization began in the Middle Ages, is going on nowadays and is

likely to last until the full realization ofthe superiority ofone religionl6'

HISTORICAL, POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL CONTEXT

FOR THE EMERGENCE

OF ISLAMIC EXTREMISM IN THE BALKANS

Islamic extremism is a phenomenon that cannot be linked to one geographical.region'

Therefore, one of its main ieatures is that it has giobal character. IIowever, each individual

,.gil, hur specific conditions that contributed to the aPPearance-of Islamic extremism' These

conditions are numerous. They derive from differentipheres of social life, of which special

attention should be focused to the historical, political, sociological and security spheres. The

Balkans and the Balkan Peninsula, as its central part, are characterized by a set of specifics that

l6Ertr.l-r. B*iS""\4ila |egcS,Igor Bariiii.:,,Institutionbuilding ofandfight against crimc", McbyHa?oAHa

HavqHa xcrHdtclrcHul'tia'.1ir*fio*uuo*e, 6es6edxocmu-npucmyn' KoHuenmu u nonumuKa' u2-03 jyH

ZUiS. ,luu"rrJ, i6op,rr* auc lpaKara, Oxpn4, Pcrry6rrnxa Maxc4ourja, Pp.4 -9
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in general terms were mentioned above in the paper. This part Presents the main reasons for

the"emergence and development of Islamic extremism in this part_ of the European continent.

fir. t."p'"U,ical significance of the region, historical events, multiethnic, multicultural and

moltl-.onfessional-societies are some of the main reasons for the emergence and development

of Islamic extremism in the Balkans. Those reasons need to be analyzed, both individually

and in their mutual correlation, but also in the correlation with the interests of regional and

world powers. 'fhe interests of great powers historically have always been directed when it

.o.rr.rio shaping the security siiuation in the Balkans. The emergence of Islam in the Balkans

began with tire Jonquests of Turkish Empire. This is the first fact which should be borne in

mind when it comes to the causes of islamic extremism. At lirst glance, this seems illogical.

However, there is link that can represent the basic cause of Islamic extremism. The arrival

"" ,n. glorr.rd of Southeast europe marked the beginning of the five centuries' rule of the

Ottoman invaders. It is indisputable that the Turks also brought with them a large number.of

p";i,i". civilization chung"sin the daily lives of the population in these areas. However, the
'*oo.rd, inflicted by the Tirrkish occupiers were more important forthe Christian population

in the Balkans. the ch.lstian population has not yet forgotten and never should forget the

evil that plied Ottoman state. 'i}t.r. u." many methods that Turkey applied when they con-

quered Ciristians in order to maintain their regime in every part of its empire. A significant

moment that must be taken into consideration in this context is the identification of religion

and national or ethnic identity. The fact that the Ottoman Empire was a classic example of this

identihcation and it can be said theological nation persistently emphasizing their own ethnic

and religious superiority over oPpressed Christian populationlT'

Because of the hostile attitude of the occupying forces toward the local Christian popu-

iation the natural and strong sense of hostility appeared' That feeling was the guiding prin-

ipf. 1ft", led to rebellioru uid organized uprisings. As the. time passed, from the conquered

Cirristian poor nations the Turkish Empire was confronted with stronger and a more serious

enemy. The stronger the enemy was the stronger animosity between the opposite parties was.

ffri. iu, pu*iculirly the case in the area of the Balkan Peninsula, nowadays the countries of

the Western Balkani". The gradual decline in power of the Ottoman Emp-ire and its downfall

in the Balkans caused the sJnse ofdefeat, helplessness, anger and desire for revenge,directed

against the Christian population. The-development of such feelings is completely understand-

aBle given that it was hard to give up all the privileges of wealth and a sense of superiority over'

untiiyesterday, the oppresseJ Chriitians. These feelings are deeply.instilled in the conscious-

".r, 
Jf f"*-i f".nrir state and the Muslims who remained in the Balkans. Such develop-

ments caused the centuries of hostility, both at political level and at the inter-religious lines.

iocal people of Islamic faith felt threatened by the new authorities knowing that they were

y.rt..iuy'i protectors of the Ottomans who ruled over the Christian population' Wherever

ih.." is u r..rr. of vulnerability and discontent for the attitude of the state towards some ethnic

or religious community, ,.guidl.s of whether it is justified or not, there are also conditions

for the develoPment of cxtremist ideasre'

1, Sr*rr"trdJ , A ncw spatc o[viole-nce, war informant,l 2-l-2,0021h . ,-
i3 iii;;;;;, -n,1. utnci'J;ft;; ;p;bli.'promotion of thc EU summit iu Dcccmbcr lees "Wcstcrn

urff.r"r:lr ir", g""p"iiri.A, g.oir*t.'gi., or'a spccilic geog-raphic category. lt is only.practical Political
^^.,-,.mie rorm u,hi.h .,r. Ir,,atc,l ,i u .n-*or tti- dc-tinition o[ a part of thc South L'ast EuropcPecconomic term"which was ircatcd as a common Par
."r"iii., i, tf" reqion, with ihe aim that on thc basis of their mul,ual coopcration and assistancc, relying

;; ,,-,^^;,;;;;ii";;;,i ii;;r;i;;;pt;rt .[thc EU thcy could quickJy rcich Eurt.rpcan stantlarrls placcd

bcfore thii countries in thc process o[ its enlargement and in this parl' oI .huruPc Sourcc: )ola]a' lvl':

tsalkans in lhe trarrsatlantic crack, CIR, tsanja Luka,2006' pp 25'

ic-Huiiaz, Bcri5a, Kararin, lu*u, lgor Biriiii.: lslamic^itatc - lhc causcs t,[ gcucsis ir|]'nl"]tt
;i ,.;;J ,r*i'.r, 7,r, lntcrnarional 

-scicntilic conlcrcncc,, Contemporary Trends in Social control oJ

Cri*e", SO-il. 05.2016. Ohrid, Skopjc : FaculLy o[security, 2016 ' str 7
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Historical period of the last decade of the 20'h and the beginning of 2l't century is ex-

tremely important for the creation and development of Islamic extremism in the Balkans.

th. .on..pt of the socialist Federal Republic oi Yugoslavia was based on the suppression-of

national and religious consciousness afthe expense ofthe general ideas ofeqrrality and the

interests of the siate. The main problem was the uneven and unequal status of the leaders of

certain Member States, and thus of certain nations. First of all, it refers to the relationship with

th. n.p"UU. ofserbia and its provinces and the Serbian people- This resulted in a lower level

of economic and general socii development. Bearing in mind the fact^that a significant nrrm-

ber of the popolaiion of the Islamic r.ligion lived in the Republic of Serbia and its southern

;;;"i".;, ti.'g..r"rul situation inevitably struck them, as well. The locai Muslim popula.tion

lu* probi".,. li their position and status within the authorities of the Republic of Serbia which

*u, 
^o.,.. 

of the main i.usons to start their own vision of the struggle for a better lif-e. The epilog

is clear and well known. The focus of the origin and development of extremism among the

fopulation of Islamic faith was in the territoiy of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and

ile'tohija. In the last decade of the 20th century, after the fall of the joint state, there has been a

significant expansion of Islamic extremism in the Balkans'

The civil war in Bosnia and Herzegovina which, in addition to fighting for the definition

of national identity, was the conflict be-tween Orthodox Christianity and Islam resulted in the

ur.*"f of a large number of volunteers from the ranks of the Islamic population worldwide

in the Balkan iegion. The emergence of holy warriors, the Mujahedin contributed to more

.*pii.lir.ilglo.rr"lirr. of this warlspecia-l units were formed from these people, accounted for

,rih .ri.r,.i ugainst the opposing iid. fro* which the modern world, intentionally or unin-

i."ri"""ffy *ined a blind eye Upo" completion of the war, some of these people permanently

resided in Bosnia and Herzegovina and iepresents a long-term potential security threat. This

threat can be achieved by a n-egative impacl on the security of the state, but also of the Balkan

region as a whoie.

First, that part of the population had fought on many battlelields around the world for

their version of Islam. rht is a problem becauie they do not accept a different view of life and

faith, and members of other nations and religions are considered infidels and a permanent

."* Such an attitude towards Iife and consciousness cannot contribute to a stable security

situation, especially not living together with those who do not think the same' lt is imPortant

to emphasize that the tvtulaliede"en have the same attitude toward the majority of the local

populution of the Islamic religion that is not extremist-minded'

Secondly, the arrival and permanent stay of Mujahedeen in- the Balkans has resulted in

the creation of a base for Islamic extremists. In the period after the war in Bosnia and Herze-

go,rirru and on the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, on several

Ic.asions, the security .orr."rr,, took place with members of the Islamic extremists from the

ranks of the Mujahedeen and members of the Wahhabi movement. It is important to note

that Islamic extremists in the region are connected to each other and work together extremely

*.U. ffr.y are linked with crimiral structures, above all, for the Procurement of weapons and

.q"ip*.ir,, trade of illegal goods and the similar. Given that the Balkan region is located on.a

u..y^U,rry transit route tlo firop. there is incvitable link with Islamic extremists in the Middle

Easi. Islamic extremists from ihe Middle East seek any kind of support for their operations

both in the Mlddle East and for actions targeted on Europe from their counterparts in the

Balkans. In support of this contention is the fact that modern Europe, after the terrorist at-

tacks carried out in Paris and Brussels in 2015 and2016 seriously emphasizes the importan-ce

of the influence of Islamic extremism in the Balkans and its relations with the Islamic state20.

,fn* Irl"rri. rt"t. is transnational, jiharlist, tcrrorist organizatit-rn o[ Sunli cxtrcmists cmcrgcd-.as a

biun.f, of A eaecia. lt ir'uiro [rro*" ,.incler the names o[ t[e lslamic State o[ Iraq and the Levant (lSlL),
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There are several reasons for the increase in the European concern for the security sit-

uation in South Eastern Europe. The Balkan transit corridor, in addition to a huge number

of ,rrig.u.rtt from the region of the Midd-le East, is one of the main loutes of infiltration of

extreririst Islamic state in Europe. According to available data of security services, weapons

that were used in the mentioned terrorist attacks on the territory of Western Europe, originate

ir"-,t. former Yugoslavia2r. It is significant that the officials from some Balkan countries ad-

mit that Islamist extremists gathereJ around members of the Islamic state are Present on their

territories. Thus, in Septemler 2Ot4 the Albanian Foreign Minister, Ditmir Bu5ati, admitted

that the followers of the Islamic countries had their camps in Albania.

In addition, it is interesting that the Minister of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Dragan Mektic said that " ... in some parts of Bosnia and Herzegovlla 1le rule of law does not

func"tion. These communities refuse to recognize the legai order ... '1 Mektic, in the aforemen-

tioned statement, asked " How is it possible that they have established their guard in Maoia,

in. ,.ut points?22;l These facts showihe seriousness of the problem of creation, existence and

development of Islamic extremism in the Balkans, regardless of its form of manifestation.

Five decades ago the estimated number of Islamic extremists in the Balkans, mostly centered

round Alija Iz-"etbegovic, numbered several hundred individuals. Some estimates indicate

that today the ,rr-6., of Muslims who support some of the basic ideas of Islamic extremists

gathered around the Islamic countries is potentially digit number. The rcsults of a survey

Ionducted by the Pew Institute in 201 I showed that the population of South-Eastern Europe

with the Islamic religion is by far the most liberal and most moderate in comparison 
-with

other Muslims in th&orld. Fio*.u.r, the data indicate that more than 400 000 Muslims from

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Albania support what is essentially the ideology of the

Islamic state23. This is supported by the fact that i significant number.of volunteers from the

territory of these countries and otirer countries in the region was in the ranks of the Islamic

State in Syria and Iraq.

The Republic of Serbia, as part of the Balkan region is faced withthe emergence of Islamic

extremism, primarily in the area of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, the

municipalities of presevo, Bujanovac and part of municipality Medvedja and part of the area

ofnurt u region. Those territories were, in recent history,the scene ofco.nflicts between the se-

curity forcJs of the Republic of Serbia and illegal armed formations and groups created by the

-.-i.., of the local population of the Islamic religion. The activities of Islamic extremists

that are based on Wahha^blsm were registered in the area of Raska. In March 2007, the coor-

dinated action of the Ministry of Interior on the mountain Great Ninaja destroyed a Wahhabi

extremist group. There was even an armed clash with security forces2a.

The emergence of Islamic extremism in Serbia is related both to historical developments

and events, ai well as general social and economic situation in the country and_the region'

In addition, very impo-rtant reasons for the expansion of Islamic extremism in the territory

of Republic of i..bia were wars in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Kosovo and Metohija

u.rd th. municipalities of Presevo, Bujanovac and Medvedja. As pre_viously stated, the.events

of the war in the Balkans in the 90 s had essentially national, but also a prominent religious

d Shaq (islamic Statc

iirlir. ,ra al-Sham). ri ,itr un thc teiritory of lraq and Syria._whe.rc.they diclarcd "caliphrtc", but its

|,5";,i''i*;.1"",1 io'u,h"iur"n, in thc world that aic priniipally inhabitcd_by thc Muslim population.

;;;;;;;;.,]hi, *.urr rt 
"t 

thc projcctcd territory of-thc lsiamic statc includcs large parLs of Europc'

Asia and Africa.
ii ts;r,1";,4 ,: article 'From thc Balkans to thc lslamic staLel'www.politika.rs, lO5 12 2015'

22Lbid05.12.20ts.
23 Ibid 05.12.2015.
z+ i" in. abovc action of thc sccurity forccs o[ thc Rcpublic of Scrbia, an Islamic cxtrcmists who was a

-..U.r oiWuirabbi movemcnt lsmiil Pendii from Nbvi Pazar was assassinated.
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character. Because of the sense of religious identity and the need to help religious brothers, a
significant number of citizens of the Republic of Serbia of Islamic religion took part in the war
in Bosnia and Herzegovina on the side of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This fact
points out the problem that concerns the attitude of the population of the Islamic religion in
the Republic of Serbia towards the official government bodies. With this extreme part of the
Muslim population, this ratio is unfavorable, and they do not observe the Republic of Serbia
as their country and in practice they show that. One of the ways in which they show disrespect
to the state is the manifestation of the "March on HadZet" which is annually organized by the
extreme part of the Muslim population in Novi Pazar in September. The aim of this event is

the anniversary of the shooting of local Bosniaks charged with war crimes committed during
World War II2s. An important aspect of the problem and significant for this paper is that on
this occasion there is a section of local Muslims dressed in green uniforms with symbols of
Sandzak indicating negative commitment to state of Serbia.

When considering the emergence and development of extremism of any kind, even Is-
lamic in the Balkans, it is necessary to pay attention to the conditions arising from the general
social and economic situation. The common characteristic of the countries of Southeast Eu-
rope in the period after World War II is the development in terms of the communist planned
economy under the influence and political action of the Warsaw Pact. With the dissolution
of the Warsaw Pact, the countries of South Eastern Europe found themselves in the vortex of
transition from one economic system to another. The transition process was followed and ac-
companied by a series of negative consequences of which the most important are corruption
and crime. There was a rapid stratification of society, where the middle class has virtually dis-
appeared. On the one hand, there is a small number of very wealthy people, while on the other
hand the vast majority of people live in conditions of misery and poverty. In addition, numer-
ous crises that have struck the region affected even more the unfavorable economic and social
situation. In these conditions, extremism is a phenomenon that occurs naturally. Unfavorable
general situation, the inability to satisfy basic needs, as well as uncertainty about the existen-
tial sense influenced the accumulation of discontent for a substantial part of the people. In
circumstances where government programs demonstrate their inefficiency, people who are

in despair are offered alternative options to satisfy basic needs. Precisely such a situation is

aggravated by trying to use the different social groups trying to reach their goals. By using the
inability of state authorities to establish a favorable situation in the country, different forms of
extremist organization took part in the security arena. It can be said that Islamic extremism
is one of the derivatives of the adverse socio-economic conditions where the countries of the
Balkans and South East Europe developed and are developing today.

Islamic extremism is a phenomenon intensified after the war in the Balkans in the late 90's

of the last century. The events that followed the regime change in the area of North Africa
known as the "Islamic Spring" which culminated in an unprecedented war on the territory
of Syria and Iraq, have influenced the development of Islamic extremism in the region of
Southeast Europe. With the advent of the Islamic State, Islamic extremism has gained a new,
global dimension, both in terms of the objectives of the facts, and by supporters. A large
number of volunteers from the Balkans in the ranks of the Islamic State indicate the serious-
ness of the situation. The countries of the regionneedtopayspecial attention to fight against
Islamic extremists, returnees from the conflict in Syria and Iraq. These individuals represent a

potentially special type of security threat, principally in terms of spreading their influence to

25 htl944 in Novi Pazar, Partisans, executcd a numbcr of local Muslims accuscd of crimcs during thc
Se cond World War. According to the data of thc Party ol I)emocratic Action in Novi Pazar about 2 000
Muslims from thc are a wcrc killcd without being tricd or prove d guilty. Sourcc: www.bosnjaci.nct, ,,SDA
Sandzak ca.lls on citizens to march on HadZet" I 19.5.2016. god
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promote extremist ideas and suPport to like-minded people in the planning, preparation and

execution ofillegal activities in the region and beyond'

CONCLUSION

Extremism is an extremely complex security phenomenon. A numb.er of sp-ecific features

that characterize it make *or. .o.rrpl.x its conceptual definition, as well as defining possible

*"y, .ia."ri"g with them. The definition of extremism is affected by the specificity linked to

specific characieristics of the individual25. In this sense, extremism has a certain amount of

a'bstruct sphere of its existence that is unique and very hard to preclict The most importart

determinant of extremism, intolerance towards the opinions and thoughts of others at the

same time its willingness to attitudes and beliefs harrows available resources'

The Balkan Peninsula is a region characterized by a very favorabie geographical position'

The fact that the best natural fo6t traffic zone connecting the European and Asian continent

extends over the Balkans causes multiple importance of this area' Conquers both from Europe

and Asia influenced the economic development of a specific population of the Balkans' but

also interethnic and interreligious relationi. Specifics arise from the interweaving ofinterests

"i*"1.. 
i",..national and relional powerr, aliocates security situation in the rcgion of-South-

;u,t[l;;op.. Throughout hisiory, on several o-ccasions, Southeast Europe and the Balkans as

its centrai and key part *.r. oft.n the scene of clashes and different levels of importance' The

conflicts that occuired in the Balkans, at the end of the last century, confirmed the existence

;i1;;;"; deep problems which still affect the design of the security realities of the region.

The importance of the Balkans in spreading Islam further to the depth of the European

mainland is crucial. The penetratio., of Irlu- on the continent occurred in the period of the

Oiiolnu" Empire. A key iesult of centuries-long rule of the Turkish Empire, in this area was

.h;;;; 
"ah"ic 

ancl religious structures and inte-nsifying animosity.between the Christian and

M;rfi; population. This hostility is a permanent source of instability in the region which' in

u..o.durr.. *ith their interests, enthuiiastically was used by the great and regional P,owers at

the expense of the interests of the local population. unstable environment and interethnic and

i",.r-Lfigo"s intolerance form the bisii for the emergence of various forms of extremism

and related securitY threats.

Islamic extremism in the Balkans rests on the understanding of its holders that countries

in the region have unequal attitude towards Muslims than other non-Muslim population' In

addition, lsiamic extreirism in the Balkans, principally on the Balkan Peninsula extended

the hand of Islamic extremisrn from the region of tlie Middle East. Islamic state, as the most

famous and most powerful Islamist extremist and terrorist organization has a significant im-

pact on the occurrence and development of Islamic extremism in the Balkans' The fact that a

iG"fn."", number of volunteers from this region fought in the ranks of the Islamic countries

.iE".fy indicates the presence and potential of ttlut ti. extremism' The second problem of

p^"lip",-" of voluriteers on the side of the lslamic State and its operation is the potential

impact^ on the security situation after returning to their home countries. Therefore' the coun-

irrJ, of tn. region should take this threat serio-uslyand act promptly in order to forestall' foil

and avoid the negative consequences that can result in returning returnees from the conflict

in Syria and Iraq.

;1""1h", B"""J'inkcl, Deborah G., Bringle, Robcrt G', f11kp.a1n-ck' Lcc A (2002)' Rcligious

i;"ffi'#;,j"; rr 
" 
pi.ii.i"t oiri.yr.ii.", AYlwo-componcnt Modcl, Iournal for thc Scicntific Study

ol Rcligion, Volumc 41, lssuc 4'623-630'
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